Goat nutrition – What’s for dinner? Understanding your feed tag-Part One

Whatever purpose your goats serve, they are probably not going to get enough usable nutrition from eating only grass and hay. Whether your goat is actively producing milk, meat or fiber, in gestation, or being a pet, your goat will have different nutritional needs that can be met with some sort of feed product or grain supplement.

Feed comes from a variety of sources as its base so understanding YOUR feed is important. A feed tag must be attached to all feed bags that a consumer purchases. This will help to determine what is contained in the feed. Below is a sample feed tag from Godfrey’s Warehouse in Madison, GA.

Dairy Goat Ration

Net Weight 50 lbs               Lot # ~JU

Guaranteed Analysis         Batch # MTIME

Crude Protein 17 % (min)

Crude Fat 3% (min)

Crude Fiber 12 % (max)

Ingredients: Grain Products, Processed Grain By-Products, Plant Protein Products,

Roughage Products, Cane Molasses, Calcium Carbonate, Salt, Copper Sulfate, Ferrous

Carbonate, Ferrous Sulfate, Manganous Oxide, Zinc Oxide, Cobalt Carbonate, Calcium

Iodate, Sodium Selenite, Vitamin A Supplement, Vitamin D 3 Supplement, Vitamin E

Supplement and Mineral Oil.

Warning: DO NOT feed any product that is moldy, rodent or insect infested, or abnormal in

appearance or odor to animals as it may cause illness or death.

Manufactured By:

Godfrey's Warehouse, Inc.

P.O. Box 488

Madison, GA 30650

You will notice that besides the name of the product, the bag has been given a Lot number and Batch number. These are important in case you have issues of mold and/or your goat becomes ill from the feed. Next you will notice a guaranteed analysis that includes crude protein, crude fat, and crude fiber. These numbers are important so that you will know how much nutrition your goats will be able to absorb from the feed.

Crude Protein:

Protein is usually listed first on the feed tag. Protein ingredients are expensive ingredients and the manufacturer is required to give a minimum (min) value of crude protein in the feed. Some feed processed may contain more than the minimum protein but it is unlikely to be much over. In addition to knowing the crude protein, it is important to determine the protein quality. Some protein sources are more digestible and/or absorbable than other forms of protein.  Grain products including oilseed crops such as soybean, corn, safflower and sunflower contain high protein and are used in livestock feeds.

Regional differences in feed are common depending on the availability of local sources, for example: the Midwest uses more rye and wheat compared to the south that uses more soybeans. Another difference is the type of livestock being fed. Ruminants can digest and absorb a wider range of plant material that pigs or horses can’t.

Crude Fat:

Crude fat is an indicator of the feed’s energy content and is presented on the feed tag as a minimum percentage (min). The higher the percentage of crude fat, the higher the calories provided per pound of feed. When the crude fat percentage is high, it means that fewer pounds of feed will be required to meet the animal’s energy requirements. Most carbohydrate-based concentrate feeds have added fat that makes their percentage become 6 to 14%. Fat is a relatively expensive additive so what is on the tag is usually what you are getting in the feed. 

Crude Fiber:

Crude fiber percentage on the feed tag is represented as a maximum (max). There is a direct ratio between the fat and fiber as to the absorbability and energy density of the feed. In other words, the higher content of fiber that is in the feed, the less energy density the feed is going to have. It will take more pounds of feed to meet your animal’s energy requirements which will cost more money to the owner. 

Ingredients included in the feed are also listed. They are listed in the order of the ones used the most in the feed to the ones used least.

If the feed is medicated with any sort of chemical, the feed tag must state that the feed is medicated, the ingredient that is included in the feed, and what purpose the ingredient is used to deter.

Most feed tags will include a warning to protect you and the company from liability. This usually includes warnings pertaining to what animals should not eat the feed and other general warnings about feed quality.

The company that manufactures the feed is also on the feed tag. This helps you to determine if the company is local, who the company is and how to contact them in case of problems or if you need more information.

Ingredients:
It is always important to read and understand what products are being fed to your goat.

Next on the feed tag is the list of ingredients. This will show what ingredient sources the feed company used to make this particular feed. The ingredient that is used the most will be first and the last ingredient is used the least in the feed. Vitamins and Minerals are also usually added to the feed to increase nutrient value of the feed. Some minerals and vitamins work together to help the animal with digesting the feed material.

Energy ingredients include corn, barley, oats and vegetable or animal fat. Animal fat should no longer used in livestock that will be consumed by humans. Because of the “Mad Cow Disease”, no animal to be used for slaughter and consumption by humans uses ANY animal by-product.

High-quality protein supplements include soybean meal, and alfalfa meal. 

Fiber-rich ingredients include soy hulls, alfalfa meal and beet pulp. These ingredients are also high in energy and considered to be quality fiber ingredients.

Sometimes feed companies use collective terms in the ingredients list. Terms such as “Group Grain Products” and “Processed Grain By-Products” are often found on feed tags. This does not mean that these feeds are inferior but allow the processor to purchase and produce a feed product in a more cost-effective way. For example: if corn is higher than wheat this week, the company may choose to use more wheat than corn in the production of the feed. The guaranteed analysis will be the same, just the ingredients may not be.

The important item for consumers to remember is that feed companies have nutritionists on staff to help with formulation of feeds for their company. The nutritionists have to make sure that the feed matches the guaranteed analysis regulated by federal and state entities. They also work very hard to make sure the animals are being fed a cost-effective, high quality feed product.

Godfrey’s Feed in Madison, GA has a nutritionist that is available to speak with you about any concerns you may have about their feeds. Other companies should have nutritionists on staff also to answer any questions you may have to ask.

